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SECRET

I. INTRODUCTION

WIBRSICH surrendered himself and a emall group of "diasplaced"

Wehrmacht personnel on 2 kay 45 near Vilshofen, Bavaria. He
offered hig help to the local CIC, and led them tu recovery
of some imporiant and rare doouments of {einrich HIMMLER

in hiws capacity as the "Reichskommissar fir die Pestigung

-deutsohen Volketums™. ifter his tranafer to the Third Army

I1C, Wirsioh wrote briefs for the use of the IC interrogators
working on it and other Wehrmacht persornel known to WIRSICH.

8§CI became interested in WIRSICH about two weeks ago; and as

& result an XYZ-1 Form was sent in to CO X-2 Germany on 2

ﬁgg 45, and this Report ie prepared to assist in clarifying
» ORse.

1I, PRELIMINARY IR ON WIRSICH (TUS4 IC):

“WIRSICH, born 9 Jan 1908, atudied to becoms a lawyer. Ha-
strong socialigtic tendencies and assoociations he left
the “Burschensochaft™ (German nationalistic student's ssso-
oiation). He joined the Party in April 32, but left again
in September 32, and has never become a menmber again. He then
assoolated with communisgt circles, and decided to join again
& Nazi organozation in order %o be helpful to the Germen
underground movement. WIRSICH joined the Allgemsine # in Au-
guat 33 through the influence of hie brother, a doctor in
Hirschberg/Silesia. +n late fall 33 he moved to Berlin whers
he made contact with ocomnuniet elements. Upon advice 0of one
of the leaders of these underground cells he took active
part in the administration (legal dept.) of one of the Ber—
1lin 4 formations. While JIRSICE pretended to be an ambi-
tious 4 member he farnished at the same time important in-
formation to his underground friends. fie gave his own pasep
port and the one of his wife for their purposes. In 1936
he lost his connection with the underground since most of
ite membeda had left Germany or had to hide. WVIRSICH then
tried to lesve the §§ sgaip, but he was nov succeswful. In
1938 he became a member of a law firm in Berlin, At the out~
break of the war he wes inducted into the Waffen-/, being
member of the Allgemeine~ij. he merved in the "Totenkopf®
Dive., but did not rise above the rark of a Pvt. and a truck
driver. In Jamuary 1940 he managed to be assigned to the
legal dept. of the “Reischskommissar fur die Pestigung deus~
tsohen Volkstums®. He worked for this dept. practically up
to the time of his bapture, and eventually became the head
of it. Aooording to his own statements Wirsioh has been sae-
botaging many efforts of the legal dept. of his office. He
ovllected importent documents, whioh he hid in his houss,
and which he surrendered to US authorities after his capture.
WIRSICH haa rteen very helpful and cooperative during interro-
gation; he has given much essential information. ¥Wirsich has
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the rank of Hptetuf in the Allgem-:4, and of tipatuft (P) — a
technical rank conneocted with his position, in the Waffen-j".

As to WIRSICH's disposition, the IC Beport has this to say:
"is a member of the Allgem—;f and of the Waffen-i;} WIRSICH ge—
longs into the automatio arrest and detentlon category. He

is to be sent to a PWE. It is strongly au{gentod that WIR-
SICH's case be reviewed as soon as posaible by the proper
authoritieas in view of WIRSICH's underground activities whioh
led him to become a member of the i, It is this I0's oconvic-
tion that WIRSICH is sincere in hig statements® (Initialed®XwW"),

11X, BARLY CONTACT WITH COM.UNISM

Kuno WIRSICH was born 9 Jan 1908 in Niewisoh/Brandenburg. His
father was a cler « 8ince the Wirgioch Pamily wde qufto
large (father, mother, 5 boys and 2 girl)), and the family
inocome was very limited - there was no monoi for Kuno to go
te a university; that is, until he managed to obtain a state
socholaxrship $o0 the Universities of Kiel, Breslau, and Berlin,

‘At that age Xuno was very high-strung and sensitive lad, and

was cﬂntolx congoious of the fact that he studied only %on
sfferanae® (scholarship) of the Weimar Republic. Hia natural
liberaliam devejpoped into radiocglism; he made close ocontacts
with strong radical labor elements; ﬁax SKIREA and August
RATHMANE who were left—wing socialists in Hamburg and in Kiel,
and Georg GOTTSTEIN, a communigt from SChreiderhau. Because
of these relations WIRSICH was expelled from his school fra~
teraity, which strenfthenod his radicalism and made him hate
anything that was “old and nationalistio®.

IVe RARLY OONTACT WITH THE NGDAP

In 1931 WIRSICH entered the Law School of Berlin. On 20 April
1932 he deocided to join the "new" NSDA Party - to see what

it had to offer to a young and poor, but ambitious youth. It
took him only a few months to discover that this was no

"new" .(Jiberal) party, but the revival of the old nationa-
listic movement parading under a orand rnew nyme. Acocordingly,
on 13 September 1932 WIRSICH withdrew his nmembership in

the Party and noted his ressons for doing #0., A "blaok"
(«Warnekarte) card waas placed against WIRSICH's name in the
Gau/Berlin NSDAP files; this barred him from ever joining

the Party again.

Vo WIRSICH'S CONTACT WITH AN UNDEKGROUND "COMMUNIST-OELL*

While leaving the Party WIRSICH received several threate-
ning notices from the young N¥azis, and having witnessed

how the Nazie dealt with anybody who did not agree with

their polioies - he left berlin (15 Septomber 32) for Hirsch-

Vo
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berg/Silesim, nome town of his present wife Inge v. WANDEL
and hia brother Priedrich. In Hirschberg WIRSICH met Inge's
former fiance, a Herr Wolf Dieter PRIEL:.L a Breslapd law-
yer end & communist; FRIZDEL ahl! wiKSICH f.came very close
friende. Inge herueif wae 8 comuniet enc 4 cloge frdend

to many Jewish communists; so0 when Hitler cua.ie to power in
1933 - WIRSICHK sent her away to Switzerland until "things
would cool off", In karch 33 FRIEDKL was arrested; and was
freed by the President SA-GruppenfU. HKINES under the condition
that FRIEDEL join the Si. FRIEDEL never complied with this
speoifioation, but, ingtedd, moved away from the territery
under HEINES' Jjuriadiction - to Berlin,

In eatly summer 1933 FRIEBDEL, GOTTSTEIN, and WIRSICH met
in the giesengebirge (gt some cottage in the Schneejruben-
baude sedtion of the R!esen liountainse). They decided to
Join Kazi sub—-organizations and work againel Faziam from
the inside; GOTTSTEIN's communistic reoord was too well
known, and all of his attempts failed. It was also decided
that FRIRDEL, too, would only cell Kazi attention to hie
comuunigtio record if he attempted to joiln any Fazdi orfani-
sation, WIRBICH's record (officially) was clear and with
the help of his brother Priedrich (a Wehrmaoht dostor of
some¢ prominence in Hiraschberg) he was allowed to join the
# even thmugh he was not a member of the Party. He was
accepted as an ipman in August, but hig entry was back—dated
t0 Jure 30th to circumvent some i rule. H mago af seourity
cheok but only locally (in Hirschberg).

WIRSICH served with the Hirechberg § till 1 Qotober 33. Du~
ring this time he met another communist, Dora THIELE, a
Hirsohberg Landgericht Referendarin. Through Frl. THIELE
WIRSICH met her friend KMAXKXNNERININXY Hans LAUSCH., LAUSCH,
though an anti-Kazi oould not be won for ani communistioc
cause, beceuso he was a Catholic and equallly hated both

Nasien and ocommunism.

In fgll of 1933 WIRSICH and Dore THIELE went to berlin,

Dora immedimtely introduced WIRSICH te & Herr Welter KOCH
(true name "XOHN"). KOCH was & full-time Communiaet agent
and organizer of Comunist “cells" throughout Germany. Re~
gular meetings were now held at the appariment of a Scotswo-
xan, Evelyne ROBEHTSON (Fassaulechestr 44, Berlin). Thise
particular *"cell* was oomposed of the following people:

&) Walter KOHN, alias KOCH, the leader
b) Ilse HUHFEMANR, a friend of the well-kndwn Berlin lawyer,
ALEXANDER-KATZ; Prl. FUHNIMAEF was aotive--
ly engaged in communist work in Barcelona
during the Spanieh Civil War.
o) Dora THIELE, agood ffiend of Priedrich RUTTER, an old
Berlin lawyer known Yor hie defenase of
Herr THALMANN.
d) Ggorg GOTTSTEIN, a communiet from Schreiberhau.

& -i-
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@) Wolf Dieter FRIEDEL.

£) ®THEA®, Walter KOIZ's girlfriend, a sales girl at the
*Kurfirstendamm® Cafe for the “Salamander"™ branch,

g) Kuno WIRSICH, and his fiancee Inge v. MANDEL.

During, all this time «IRSICH failed to report his where-
abouts to the ;i; and finaii{ in January 34 on KOHN's advice
he reported to hic old t at Berlin (to whiob he be-
longed in 1932). ifter some questioning end repmosches
WIRSICH was assigned in April 34 to the 75th {~-Standarte
(75th i{-Regt.). Hid jawyer's expertence qualified him as

a specialiast XER® in dra¥ting briefs for all disciplinary
mgtters of the {f-Regiment. Now he wes really in position to
supply 1 information to his comunigtic frienmds. In order
10 have a better chence in meeting his friends without
deteotion, VWIRSICH arrenged to live in the same house as
his fianoee, ostensibly in her appartment (Apostel-Paulus
Strasse Appartmnets).

WIRSICH's fiancee's Piseion was to keep in close oontaoct
with some employees of the Auswértiges Amt (Poreign Office),
And VIRSICH's ewn job was to apply himself wholeheartedly
to his i~aoctivity, to appear as if he wanted to make it

his life's caresr, to earn consideration for some speocial
taske within the frame of i - 8o that he would be able

to colleot more and more incriminating informetion against
the 4. All of his other personal activity had to be subor-
dinated to this one goal. He had to even disoontimie his
correspondence with a good friend of his, A Hans GOLDE, who
hed to leave Germany because life in Germany became unbearable
for him since he was a Jow.

VIHRSICH had worked very sucocessfully as an inside informer
against the ;§ and for ii- *0ell", He had delivered to XOHRN
1 kinde of statistical and informative items on the
growth,rgorsonnel, relations between the 75Th f~Regt and

its subordinate units (the Sturmlocale), addresses of the
leaders; their future plans). Another example of his

work for the "cell" may be given here: When in 1934 the
t=-Oberabsonitt Ost sent a note to the 75th-i-S8tandarts,

that a certain member of its Marienfelder-i-8turm was a for-
xer membexy of the KPD, and was threfore to be investigated,
WIRBICH gave this bit of information to KOHN who in turn
warned the man ooncerned about what was going on and to be

extra careiul.

WIRSICH was at that time wxtremely active; he found time
in additiop to .he abcvo~menxionog aotivities to give a
hand to his o0ld pal, Wolf Dieter FRIEKDEL, who was charged
with compiling some eoonomic and politioal statistios for
some communist underground publiocation.

-5~




15.

169

17.

18,

19,

T AVAILABLE COPY

At the end of 1934 or in the baeginning of 1935 the Berlin
Gestapo wam beginning to note the actfvity of the KOHN's
circle: giret indication was when it had searched the pre-
miges of KOHN's fiancee, THEA. Since nothing incriminating
was found during this semrched KOHN decided to avoid any
future trouble and sent THEA and her mother out of the
country. THEA travelled officially as Inge v. MANDEL, using
her pases. WIRSICH's ~wn pase was also given to XOHN for
similar use long before that (the pase was re-“rted by WIR-
SICE as *"lost". But even now KOHN felt inseou . - and deci-
ded to leave Fermany himeelf, leaving all the books and
brochures in WIRSICH's charge, to be preserved until some—
one else came to take KOHN's place as leader of the "oell™.,

KQOHN went at first to Prague, and them, reportedly, to Pa~
ris. In any case, sometime in 1935 g Parigian anti-ronoilt
b{ the name of "RUBINSTEIN" (or Silberstein, or even Gold-
stein) contaoted WIRSICH with a note from HOHN asking WIR-

aICH to give "RUBINSTEIN® any available information. “RU-

BINSTEIN® stayed in WIRSICH's house for a few days, wrote
out the information given him by WIRSICH, attended asome
neeting of a Jewisgh Organozation dn Berlin’s Meineckestde-
ase, aocompanied Inge (now already married to WIRSICH) to
some anti-fasoiet women's olub (Antifaschistischer Prauen
Club) ~ and went back to Franee.

Walter KOHN's officiael successor was & 35 yr old, blond
(wearing glasses) individual who called himself ®ERNST,

He ran the "oell®™ with muoh more caution. Regular meetings
were discontinued; individual membere of the%ocell® did

not meet at all, having their own contact with EiNST. ERNST
began to ptress not communigm but anti-fasociasm,

WIRSICH met ERNST twice a week and eaoch time at & different
place and at different XINE hour, KEXNEX ERNST nover di-
vulged hisg real name or who stood behind him. WIRSICH was
now used mostly to help the victims of the Stapo. An instanoe
is here cited;
In winter 1534/5 (or 35/6) ERNST ocalled Pora THIREE, who
contaoted WIRSICH and told him to take a young communist

rl across the Czech border. WIRSICE met the young girl
?é s) at the Girlitzer Stationz drove her to Hirschberg,

v

5
and iien over the Wosseckerbaude (via side roada) to the

Czeoh border town of Polaun.

In 1935/6 ERFST instructed WIRSICH to arrange for the de-
fense of Ernet TLallull. %IRSICH hired the Berlin lawyer
RO R for this purpuse. RUTTER did rot belong to the immed
diate olrele with which /ILSICH was oonnected, but was well
aoguaimted with Eveiige KOBERTSON WwIRS1CH, FRIEDKL, GOTI-
STEIN, and Dora THIELE all worked for him for a while. Kd
ROTTER wae half-Jewish, but had fought in the last war and
therefore was admitted to continue to practice law. During

the tria]l AUTTER was oarelesa enough to copy the written
6 ‘
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charges against THALLALE ingpite of the prohibition by

the Stapo; he did not return all of his coples after a
specific order bg the Stapo, and he was cdenounced as a
communist sympathizer by one of his office employesa.

He fled Germany with iiise ROBERTSON; according to laat repots
he waa somewhere in London.

WIRSICH's appartment at vwestarpstrasse 4 was used as the
"cell'a® office; greatest precautionary measures were used:
WIRSICH would see to it that at certain time neither his
wife nor the man in the next appartment were anywhere even
close to the place; when everything was clear an eldarly man
(about 45-50 years old) would arrive with hia secretary,
typewriter and papers or books}y A moment later ERNST would
arrive alone - all three would stay about 2-3 hours each
time, then leave one by one. But one time ERNST did not
keep hias gppointment, and was never again seen by either
WIRSICH or any of the other members of the "cell® (Of -
coumse ERNST never talked to more than to one man at a time,
but acoording to the description of him, it wasp BRNST XEE
who contacted aleo Dieter FRISZLEL, Georg GOT IN and
Dora THIELE; they too loat contact with him at the same
time. Disadvantage of thie type of personal contact was
shown now: WIBSICH, being an {f~man, found no possibility
of establiashing any contacts with new cells. Inge made
oontgot with a former lawyer Harry LEPMANN during her
vacation in Davos; but nothing came out of it, einoce LEP-
MAXY was then on his way to Buenocs Aires, where he evhdent-
ly rexained for the duration. Inge found now work with
lawyer ALEXANDER-KATZ (1935/36), and so did Ilse JUHNEMANN.
WIRSICH and his wife started a hearty friendship with one

"Otto LAFDAUBR from Munioh in March 1937 while vacationing

in the Knorrhiitte on the Zugapitz Plateau (§ of Garmisch-
Partenkirchen). AUER wag the former president of the
Alpenverein/Munioh-4odge, but lost his post wheny the Fazis
oame to power because he was Jewish! Evantunlli he emigrated
to Lieohtenstein, Kauren 100. The WIRSICH family contimued
to cormespond with him until 1940, when striot war censoxr-
ship prevented a continued exchange of letters. However

AUBR ocould not be won for ony underground work) he .digd

not want ¥g¥¥ to take such riske.

After WIRSICH lost contact with his friends, he also lost
#nterest in hie ji work, which was reflected in his not
gotting any promotion until 1 March 1945. In 1937 WIRSICH
attempted ¥o resign from i; this, of course wes no simple
matter. WiRSICH tried a bi‘ of underhanded work: discovering
that e v. MAFDEL had a hereditary deseaae he applied

to thinﬁ for granting him permission o marry her anywqy{
this the i never granted in all known previous casss, bu
here an exception was made: he oould, if he insiatéd marr
the girl "on hig own responsibility™, but would cut himse
0ff from entry into the "Sippenbuch® (»Pamily--tree book of

the 4). He married Inge in June 1937 apd has now two heal-
-
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thy children.

FProm 19%5 to 1938 wIRSICH worked also with the Deutsche Sied-
lungsbank in the legal dept. He finally quit this position
because he had many difficulties caused by his refusal to
Join the DAF, and becausme he could “etomach any longer the
NS wpirit which pervaded this concern® so clossl lied

with the Reichanihrungsministerium (Reioh Pood Hini.try).
Leiter of the Bank was hias former Farty"friend*and later

the ;-Standartenfiihrer, Ferdinand HIEBGE (now married to

Berta HALLERMANN, holder of a high honorary medal, gnd

widow of the old Party chef of Hditler in 1923),

On 1 May 1938 WIRSICHE joined tha great Berlin law firm of
"R.a.STEGEMANN, Dr. v. KRIES, u. Hans J.GOTZ* (Burggrafen—

_ strasse 4, Berlin), at first as an associate and later as

24.

25.

8 partner.

The Polish Campaign showed WIRSICH the first unlucky result
of his former mebership in the Taffen-ji. He was induocted
and spent 4 weeks training at Bichenwald and few more weeks
in Dachau. In Buchenwald WIRSICH had no contact whatsoever
with the inmates; also at Dachau part of the ocamp was
emptied to give {he trainees billets and trailning space,
but the very atmosphers and the tales about the camp po-
licies caused WIRSICH to ehudder and made him resolwe to

try to get out of the Yaffen-i., He folt that Rhese were

not the "Kamersds®™ with whom he would want to gface the
enemiss and possidbly die. He atrongly appealed to his

law assoociate, Konrad v. KRIES and insisted that he try try
eve he can to have him transferred out of the Vaffen
He inally managed to have WIRSICH transfexrred as

a lawyer to the office of the "Reiochskommissar flUr die Pesti-
(ung'XUntlohon VolstumsY. Here WIRSICH rerained until the
end of the war working together with his eT assocliate
Bans Joschim GOTZ. He Lleft the Waffen-if a. a Schitze (PV)
and an LXW-4driver, oo 14 January 1940,

DIVISIONS under the "RBICHSKOLMISSAR PUR DIE PESTIGUNG
DEUTSCHEN VOLKSTUMS® -hLeinrioh HIMMLER:

HiMMLER's Adjutant (Stellvertireter) - General GREIPELT

Zentralemt Chef -~ i~Brigadefilhrsr CREUZ

Reohtsabteilung - GOTZ, WIRSICH

Abt I/Menscheneinsatz (Liaison with transpotation agencies

issuance of travel directives for tﬁo
repatriated Reichedeutsche, eto)

Abt II/Arbeitsainsatz (Assigning work to farm workers)

Abt III/Gewerbliohe Wirtsochaft (Setting up ic business of
techniocal workers; also
helping in seouring of home
furnighing)

Land t nt of farms for thomse who
avt 17/ mirtaohat (§§32“§§§§ farmers in foreign oountries)

-8
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Abt V/Finanzen (Making all arrshgementis for the transfer of
moneys of the Volksdeutsche from foreign
countiries to Germany)

Abt VI1/¥lanung §Making plens as to what sections and what
people had to be resettled to giwe room for
the incoming Volksdeutsohe)

Abt VII/Amt Bguten (Construction of homes and farm buildings

for the immigmating Volksdeutsche)

Ayt VIII/Zantralbodenamt (Designating the area and type of

land to whioh each Volksdeutasoher
was entitled).

Thile with this office WIRSICH had an opportunity to copy
and steal all kinds of inoriminating doouments, as for

ingtance:
a) "HIMMLER's plan for the future®, aveilable only in one

copy.
v) 'nggrsm for the Bastern EBurope® which is a Nazi pattern
cutlining the methods by which they would rule the terri-
tories acquired in the East. ing
‘c) And about 100 of amaller dooument27'1th statistics and
personalities connected with this infamous offioe.

WIRSICH weas no longer in contaot with the underground; be—
cause of hie !y position he could not establish any intitial
oontact, und all of his old friends with the only onoogtéon
of YRIEDEL have fled the oountry. ind FRIEDEL himeelf

no ocontaocts of his own. WIRSICH decided, therefore, to con-
timue his work and .at first opportuni to surrender all
ke informsation and doouments to the lies (whioch he has
done immediately upon hig svrrender to the Americans.

YI, ACCOURT OF THE LAST DAYS BESSRE THE SURRENDER

On 18 April Gen GREIPELT fled to Tyrol. WIRSICH and the other
Amtohefs were told to join him in ordeéx to edd to the apzo.-
ranoce that thia was only a move to a safer location for the
offioe. WIRSICH had to attsnd to a very 'tinolg toothache",
He now was the highest ranking officer of the Dienststelle
and was told by Generalmajor HABSENSTEIR to take his other
memberes to Vilshofen, Bavaria and Join a Vehrmacht unit.
ocommon consent WIRSICE led the 7 other remsining membere
of the Dienststelle and some other Wehrmacht soldiers to
some empty barracks in Vilstal. On 1 kay WIRSICH made an
arrangement with the looal Volkssturm not to defend the Vile-
tal, and the following day mede a oontect with an Ameriocan
¥P to whom he surrendered himself and the small group under

P
him, (Remeinder of the story is cont7ined in the introduction)
vution: S/ pBHoltaman
- TmAny Approved:
[ ] \ Trio .. mm
Capt 4US
$CI, Munich




